
 

 
October 10, 2017 3:30pm Port of Grays Harbor  

111 S. Wooding-Aberdeen WA  
 

1) Routine Business-Casey 
a. Attendance:  MRC members in attendance:  Casey Dennehy, Arthur “RD” Grunbaum, 

Kyle Deerkop, Kevin Decker, Amy Spoon, Joe Schumacker, Lorena Maurer, Mark 
Plackett, Shad Kearse, Katina Gamleah. Excused MRC members: Al Carter, Garrett Dalan 
MRC Staff:  Kristina Hollatz. Guests: Julie Tennis  

b. Summary Review:  RD motioned to accept summaries for June, July, August and 
September.  Mark seconded and passed unanimously.  

c. Guest Welcome and Introductions 
i. Julie Tennis with Pacific Education Institute (PEI) 

2) Featured speakers or topic(s)-60 minutes  
a. Julie Tennis with PE, Presentation on Teacher Workshop-PEI is proposing to host a 

three day teacher institute at the end of June 2018 in conjunction with the Grays Harbor 
MRC.  This workshop would be open to approximately 15 Grays Harbor teachers and 
would expose the teachers to subject matter experts and content knowledge. PEI would 
like to offer a stipend of $200 to teachers that attend the workshop/institute and 
implement the curriculum into the classroom.     

 
RD likes the idea of a teachers workshop and would like to work on a public relations 
campaign to help promote the MRC.  Kyle has questions about opening up the workshop 
to other counties if they wished to contribute to the project since the Grays Harbor MRC 
purchased 25 books, not just 15.  Mark motioned for approval of the project and Lorena 
seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.   
  

b. MRC Summit- With the upcoming summit, the MRC would like the coordinator to 
highlight the Nautilus Live Event, the oyster bed tour and how this was the third year in 
a row for the MRC to host a meeting on the water.  The board would also like mention 
made of the current challenges they are facing such as having three unfilled board seats 
and reaching members of the community that could benefit from the MRC.  Also 
mention in the annual report the need for coast wide cooperation and the possibility of 
an overall coast wide coordinator.   

c. Marine Debris Action Team- A workshop is scheduled for December 5th and 6th in Ocean 
Shores, where they will discuss a workshop action plan development.  Casey  
volunteered to go and Mark will be an alternate.   

3) Standing Items 
a. WCMAC- Tomorrow the 11th the plan will be coming out.  Public comment will be open 

for 60 days.  Garrett Dalan has been nominated to continue as the MRC representative.  



Work within the WCMAC will be shifting to working groups with each group being 
assigned a topic or area.  The working group meeting is Thursday if anyone is interested 
in attending.   

b. SMP-Planning is working on updating critical areas ordinance in the SEPA process.  The 
Shoreline Master Plan will not go before the commissioners until the Critical Areas 
Ordinance is completed.   

c. Project Funding- Amy has a meeting on the 19th to discuss funding at WDFW and have a 
discussion about a coast wide coordinator.   

4) Member Updates- 
a. Joe- Clams are small and a hypoxic event is still occurring on the coast.   
b. RD- There is a website to download the potash proposal coming to Hoquiam.  Hoquiam 

has the proposal and application but is not moving on it yet.   
c. Mark- Ocean Shores had their first fire death in a decade recently. The city is going 

through budget issues for first responders.   
d. Kristina- Lynn Gratton is currently conducting a Domoic Acid and Human Health Study 

during razor clam tides and is looking for volunteers.   
e. Lorena- Recently she attended a workshop put on by Boards in Gear and thinks the MRC 

needs to set aside some time to look at board issues.  Maybe this could be a discussion 
for January. 

f. Kevin- WA Sea Grant is hosting a First Aid at Sea class.  The infographic for the economic 
study should be ready very soon.   

g. Amy- She has a meeting on October 19th to discuss MRC budgets and contacts with the 
WDFW Contracts Office.  She has updates to the Policy and Procedures Manuals and 
annual reports are due for the MRC by the 31st.  She would like to know what projects 
the MRC Board would like to see in the Annual Report.   

h. Shad- He has been fishing and caught a few fish with the main concentration located by 
the region 6 office.  

i. Kyle- Oyster tides are wrapping up.  It is interesting to him that Joe indicated the clams 
were small this year because oysters started out with slow growth and it look a while for 
them to increase in size.   

j. Casey- The Clean Water Classic was a great success this year and raised over $9000 for 
Surfriders.  The leadership academy is finishing up and the group will be presenting at 
the MRC Summit again this year.   

5) Next Meeting 
a. Dates 

i. January 9th due to skipping the December meeting.   
6) Public Comment- None 
7) Adjourn 5:35 


